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Comprehensive research on laboratory safety with scientific research
attitude and method: Comments on “A review and critique of
academic lab safety research” article in Nature Chemistry journal

HUANG Kaisheng', Al Desheng', JIANG Yi'?, WU Dan’

(1. Office of Laboratory Management, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China;
2. School of Life Sciences, Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084, China)

Abstract: A review article published in Nature Chemistry on Nov. 18, 2019, holds that the current research on the
safety of academic laboratories is not systematic, and there is the lack of necessary data on the change of safety
attitude and behavior, and it calls for the systematic research to clarify the core problems of laboratory safety
education and management. From the viewpoint of the problems pointed out in the above article, this paper
discusses the laboratory safety system and the world’s first-class universities’ conventional practices, and from the
perspective of safety theory and methodology, it analyzes the focusing points and starting points of the current
safety system to deal with the new era challenges for university laboratory safety. In comparison between Tsinghua
University and Harvard University, etc., this paper talks about the feasibility of strengthening behavioral safety and
realizing multi-disciplinary participation.
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